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| To his Highneſſe Rzchard the now Lord Protector, 


together with the Parliament. of the Con#nan- 
wealth of England, Scotland, and ireland; with 
the domimions thereunto belonging. 


May it pleaſe your blighnefle, together with the Honourable 


I Here freſent you inthe name of Cod, 5 

| R874 of our. Lord ard Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
[& with a ſbort Epitomie of ' that fiery 

| law , and that everlaſting Golpell 
F ( Dent. $3. 2: and'Rev. 14. 6.)which 
: = fhall be preached to them that dwell 

on the earth, atid to every nation, and kinred, and 
tongue, and people, and that immediately upon the 


. downfall of Babilon, lee verl. 7,8,9, 10, 11, 12. as 


by reading theſe 6 verſes you may plainly ſee, for af- 
x. the Angel lying 1n the midſt 5f Jet Eh 
the everlaſting Goſpell, ec. The xext that followed 
proclaimed Babilon 1s fallen, is fallen, &c. And. ſo 
the third Angell followeth threatning the Judgment 
and wrath that ſhould certainly befallthem that wor - 
ſhiped the Beaſt and his Image, or receive his mark 
in their foreheads, or on their hands, ſex verſ.9, to, 
11, 12. And that all theſe things are the ſucceſſe or 
effets or at left part _ wpon the 7th Angell 
ſounding of his Trumpet, lee Chap .11. 15. And 
that time ſhall be no longer till the miſtery of God be 
finiſbed, but till the nr Angell ſhould ſound his” 
Trumpet, ſee the Oath of the Angell, Chap. 10, $g6,7- 
pj forth to us as part of 

5a04+ the 

- 


 DEDICATORY. 
the effeÞ+wpon the 7th" 4ngells ſounding, as that by 
reading the Chapters is cleere and manifeſt 3 1 ſball 
ot need to make any further proof that Babilonyba/ 
fall pon the holding forth of the everlaſting Goſpel. 
I mean when it is ſo preached and ſo received as the 
everlaſting Gojpen, for ſuch is the Goſpell cf Jeſtrs 
Chriſt, it is both a Goſpell to wit glad-tidings,and it 
is the Goſpell.the glad-tidinas, to wit the only olad- 
tidings that are everlaſting; to them that dw-ll on 
the earth, and therefore ſhall be preached to every xa. 
tion, hinred, and tongue, and people; Saying (more- 
over) tear God,and give glory tv him, for the hour 
of his judgment 15 come : and wortthip: htm which 
hath made heaven and earth, and the ſea, - and the 
fountaines of waters, ſee Chap. 14. 6, 7. And this al- 
Jo is Gofpell, for it is glad-tidings when the hour of 
ts Tudument is come, and his advice is good. to fear 
God, bc. Andinregard be js ſaid t6 ſay it with « 
loud voyce Tt is intimated that it ſhonld be more audi» 
bly ſpoken, and more generally heard and received 
efeb it had been formerly, and that 'by all nations, 
kinreds, tongues, #14 peoples. And it may not be un- 
profitable to confuder,thit it is ſaid and'ſorn by the 
Aangel,that inthe dayes of the voyce of the 7th An- 
zell, when he ſhall begin to found the miſtery of 
God ſhall be fnnfhed, as he harh declared to his fer- 
yants the: Prophets, fee Chap. 10. y. Not that all 
Hhould be finiſhed when he fhall begin to ſound > for in 
that there is a beginning it implieth a continuance ; 
And it is ſaid alſo that in the dayes of the voyce &c. 
the miſter y of *Gozl ſhall be' fnifhed © Now how many 
dayes the v0yct of this founding fall” continue it \is 
not cafily determined,being onty held forth in the plu- © 
rall mmber without Irmitation : Bat this #4 —_— 4 
C D 2 that 


THE EPISTLE 
i hat when be ſhall begin, his ſounding ſpall continue till 
the miſtery of God be finiſhed. 

Now ſee the firſt effes or what is ſully concluded on, 
and voted in the Church, and by the four and twenty El- 
ders when the7th Angcll begun to ſound Chap.11.15,16, 
17, 18, 19. And it evidently appearcth, that the King- 
doms of this world ſhall certainly become the Kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Chriſt,and he ball (henceforth) 
reign for ever andeever.. For which there is thanks rens 
dred by the holy Elders,becauſe he had taken to him his 
great power,and had reigned,axd how,the nations were 
angry, &c. ſee and read the verſes, for they doe concern 
us if we be chriſtians indeed, and not in ſhew only, and 
that in theſe dayes, and for our gr:at comfort and incou+ 
ragement in the wayes of God,they are held forth tous.For 
hath he not begun," hath he not already taken ts himelfe 
ever hjs great. pomer, and hath reigncd amougſt us; Hath' 
he not given a bannor to them that fear him, Pſal,60.4, 
Hath he not begun, and ſhall he not make an end, 1 Sam. 
3. 12. Hath be not already whett his glittering ſword, 
and hath not his hand'already taken hold of vengeance: 
And ſhall he not fally recompence this adverſaries, an 
repay them that hate him, fee Dexter. 32.40, 41,4-2,43, 
And hath he not owned this nation, yea even this of Eng- 
land, and that as firſt, yea and alſo above others, yea even 
any nation now ,wader, Heaven, And, that for his owz 

caitſe ſake; though not for our mortbineſſe, but for reſpe# 
to his name, the which through his grace was owned by us 
againſt bis adverſaries; Tea and that by a ſtrong bang, 
and a. ſiretched ant arme, many a time giving vidory to a 
ſew againſt their double:number, and that to weake and 
deſpiſed ones againſt the ſirens and potent, and that be- 
youd our hopes and expettations, or the fears of our ad- 
verſaries, aud that by ſea. and land. And why fond we 
thinke 


DEDICATORY. 5 
think that he will-repent him for his choice of w before 
any nation now I heaven. The Apoſtle te leth ns his 
gifts and callings are without repentauce, Rome. I1, 29, 
And though be will oblitterate the names of ſuch out of 
his book of life (' as be ſaiaunto Moſes) who lin againſt 
him (Exod. 32. 32, 33- ,) yet he will be mercifull unto 
bis tand and. to/þis people... And therefore he ſaith ; Re- 
Joyce vb ye nations with his people, for he will ayenge 
the blood of his ſervants, and will render vengeance to 
his adverſaries, and will be real to hy land and 

ople, ſee-Dewt. 32.43.4nd of this we may be confident 
Tug be jo: hath pe will certainly make an Ray oro 
be breakoff ſram us whom he hath owned as 4 peculiar 
people int a national mey, and that above ahy Hdtion un- 
der heaven, as once he did te 1ſrac] of old. And will bring 
#s toreſt andſetilement in give of all oppoſers, either 
\ forraine or domeſtickh, And be will give Victory on the 
Lambs fide, together with them who are the called, & 
choſen and faithfull.His heart is towards the governors 


of 1ſracl, who have Opened their lives (fo maintaine 


his cauſe Jupon the high places of the field; with Zebu- 
lon-and Napthali, ſe: CIP 5-19; 18. fox they offered 

themſclves willingly rho of the PeOPI, aRd have nat 
loyed their lives evenunto. the death, Rev. 13; 11: And 
therefore rejoyce ye heavens (hat ts tl ye Churches, 
militant and triumphant) and, Ee tha dwell "m them, 
but woe to the inhabjtants of Geet, Ind of the' Sex; 
( that is.to the world.) for the Devill is &nie.downe'a- 
monght you, having great wrath, becaul& He 'Khoweth 
that he hath but a ſhort, time, verſ, 12, 70 it, till be 
.wuſt be incloſed inthe botromlefle pi that hethall not 
deceive the nations any giore citl ali ufand years1hat] 
be fulfilled, ſee Rev. 20. 1, 2,.3:Tea Woe unto the world 

becauſe of offences, for '(thoughY it mult needs by chat 
ca | otfences 


\ 
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THEEPFSTLE 
offences ſhall tome, yet woe to that man-by whom the 
offence cometh, ſee Mut. t8. 7. Donbtlefſe i# hath ever 
beer dangerogs fo give any offence eitherto Jew,or Gen- 
tle, or tothe'Church of God;ſee 1 Cor:10432. but- warh 
more nem in theſe latter dayes wherein the Lord hath be- 
en to avenge his Elect,who cry unto him day and night, 
for now he hath begun, he will certainly hold on, 'dnd\a- 
vetige them ſpeedily. 4; hath been proved before, Luke x8. 
98. And thereford it # the advice of our ſea Saviour, 
to take heed'thut we deſpiſe nor one of thoſe little ones, 
Fry "nc of the NERoe thoſe little ones that beleeye in 
1h," a#d the raſh "rexdred,; becauſe that mi heaven 
thetEAbgets do& ana Yes behold'the face of their F4- 
ther AVE is.in Heaven 3 Po they! are all mint(tting fpi- 
Fir ſent forth forthe god bfthem whoſhall be Herres of 
Lyag on; ard will "Shs: atrompRf what t he will 
a ſhall re: iS: they For th "alwPye7 1 
y is acc to "| mow by wi tonttr nit 's fervants, hat 
th ha wight oc ecompliſh it carcetting ut bis Ele butr 
07 Ut 4 Pe 2 En bag fer Os. r8. 19, Mark 9. 


We 7 i p LV T1 hy », Dion "We ore of 'Yhe 


ved, os bud rx Chriſt, 'as that it 
es ea tit | "were hanged abont 
be Were WF ith che depth of The 


hisneck, and 1 pl 
Sex, One. Uh tg gre iy 1 Pte bs Emtbuſſatlo)s 
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leaſe of 2 fe 


that arg 7, nt. rh 24m of the t.ord, for the good 


of our ſoxls 5,15; it net ſaid He that recetverh you recei- 

veth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that 
ſent me 3 : And he that deff ifeth ou defpiſeth me, an 
het that deſpiſcth,mic, defp ferh Kit that * Neri me;'\Byt 
bow few is Feet in the z Our Urges that rezard theſe 
words, or at lea of 0 regard then as 10 cation them bs 
_ they ought int 


eſe reſpe&s. Are not the words of wen in 
autho- 


| EE, "EY pay 


_ 7; Sek» 2h 
"ah thority #& Magiſtrate? and Officers,” ind #rfters muck 
more ex Arh. A thef words of Chriff. ine that ave 
wntler command, 1mder ay anthority,either tivill er mil< 
litary will quickly fay we are fo tommuwide4,ivt[t mmf 
obey elſe it will be worſe ſor as, we ſhall be turned out of 
office, or out of our ſervice, or places elſe,or thoſe our ſu- 
periours will be offended with us,and for ſuch like reaſons 
which in ſuch caſes tre good and wiſe, and but our duty, 
but how few js there that are ſo wiſely ſubſervient to the 
commands of God, and of onr Lord Jeſws Chriſt, and to 
take bis connſells and admonitions,and lay them to heart, 
and own them as a rule for regulation of all their wayes. 
But if you pleaſe to read with ſeriouſneſſe of ſpirit, but 
his little Treatiſe, you will eafly pereerye how mares we 


are ſhort of 6bedience,and ſubjerviencie to the commands 


of Chriſt, yea even the beſt of us all, and ſo what necd- 


there is to make it our bu(ineſſe to indeavour a redreſſe, 
what in us lyeth, in our places and callings,and to provoke 
one another to love and good works which are ſo much 
wanting. And for this end Ihave direfed it to you who 
are in higheſt authority, though I therein ſpeak not to you 
only,but to all that ave or Peofeſe thens/thves ts —_— 
ans indeed, not tn ſhewowly: that you ev all fuel win | 


inconrage and induce what im them iethto# cordinfÞlinni- 


JO of hearts and afſe@#ions in the wayes of God: For 
though it is a thing that canxot poſſibly be compelled to by 
humane authority, yet it much conduceth and helpeth for- 
ward when the eyes of authority are bent that wayes. The 
incouragement of authority in well doing,” is a ſtrong 
inducement tothe ding of it. And ſo is likewiſe their own 
example no leſſe available with ingeneous ſpirits, ſee 1 
Pet.2.14. The Lord grant that you may make it your bu- 
ſrneſſewhen you come to deale in matters of religion. To 
accord our differexces as much as may be, and! to {cattle 

, | Feace 
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peace both i Church ard ſt ate, what in _you lzeth And 
hy aig 1 "the Lord we 3ſt you and Be e your indea- 
vours for t be goo.d of ne e nations to all poſterities.: 
which is "he earneſt 


Your Cordiall Subje&t 


Ellis Bradſhaw, 


I Defire the Reader to mend thefe E+rarars following, and to make 
the reſidue ſence inthe reading, 20 wis.. Pape 6, line 4. foro read 
or. Page 8. line 30, for fate read /ave. Page 13.line 26,for /mite thews 
haz, read ſwite them with the band. Page 31. line 4.for conſecrare read 
conſeciare, and line 26. for hear read beavers, 


CORDIAL - MEDIATOR, 


FOR; 


Accordance of Brethren» that are of diffcrenr 


Judgements, ang wayes , of Adminiſtration in 
thingsthat concern the Kingdom 'of God : For 
repairing of the breach and reſtoring of the paths 
for many Generations, as followeth, to wit. 


A ELOVED brethren, theend ofthis dif- 
7 - courſe, I ſhall in few words fir declare 
with the grounds thereof before | begin, 
becauſe-I love not prolixity nor would 
not be miſtaken, co wi. 
- 1, That all the ele: and beloved of 
.. God that know one- anotber ard ip the 
Judgement of charity account one ano- 
Uther, Pur yarirsy of one another a brethren,and that with « pare 
bears fervently. See my for this. 1.Per, 1. 22. 
. .2-.Thatallchatarein kehe, might fo wells in the 
light, as to have fellowſhip one with anorher; $0 4+ the blood of Pe 
# Chriſt wight cleanſe "onto: ye lier ng this, 1 
John 1.7. Aod the ra that if we ſay thet we have 
fellowſoip with Ged and walls is dwrkeeſe ms ye and der not the 
ruth, See verl. 6 4nd if wewnlly in the light wo have fellowſhip 
one with anot herz 8c. ns that we 
bdve fellowſhip with ardthe Lord Je! 'w Chis ncleNle we 
alſo have fellowſhip one with another. And therefore cannot lay 


with the Apoltſe,jo wir, ding er feiſty enienbefeber 


is act ph hrs bo fo fe/us Cri. See yer. 3. Neither ean we drmoni 
; firaterd $6404) of  harbar we lore God, 'n 


Be ahh So | ' LET er & 
and L "1 { *T 1] / £oerb.-- 
if « 4 man ſay IlhveG and hateth-bis brother he ts a lyar, for be 


that loverb net his brother whom ba hath ſeen, how can he love God 
whom be hath not ſeen? From which it appeareth that it is for i 
either of light or loy $1 done both, if we have not fellowſhip 
one with another.- $ we cannot Uemonfirare that weare in 
the light, nor that we love God, nor thar we love our brethren, 
nor that God lovech ns, nor that we keep his commandements un. 
teffe we ſo love-our brechren/ a5 to. have: fellowſhip with them 1 
For this 4 bis comment: ment that. we {qe one anather, and thay 
even ſo, 4 Chy (hut laved ws,for ls manger meafure 
required; as 1 ſhiit fuither make to appear, | from t eLaw and 
Tettimony. 

E oor che Tine dof God, Lev. 19, 18. rhus ſbaly mot 6- 
Frey nor bear any grudge ageinſs the c ef thy people,but thew 

Salt love rhy nix Gon lags op Lhe 

: 2: Tris afſo the command of N Cuetyekk Cheitk, Mar.'22c 
T9. & Loke 10. 2y, 28.” wherethe [comma eye 
tot and thon foalt live, & John 19.17. (Fs Syaaipasy ji 


ye! love one another. ( 

7 4:*A0d chemeuſure 6f chi lore which i herece 

vor ahaviager ſcanrmenſure; Butrbi ww wy | 
jneerageyy ee od Oh 
Joby 13. 34. 4new give nntoyou that yt live one 
axother, as. 1 have loved fuer on ' Prom 
which i ir evidently bon ehix comviandemene is 
bur che farve i which was from the begirmi! #þy is 
thiereſpe&ir it C— uvunder ther not 


* to*wit, the ehocapls 6 of 
plifie#itto ur 2nd com- 
one anbrhet,arhe hath 


loved vs, bi 
and to make it all our 


(3) _ 
* artainemnt ALY }unn ane anethtr. as Chrift hath loved ws. 5 

4. It is alſothe meſſage that we have beard from the beginning 
that we foonld love one averher, Ste 1 John3 11, Andibu « bu 
cotmandement that we Bald beletwe.on the name of hu fon ]e(1 
Chriſt, and love one ancther as he gave wa copmandement. 

F. Iris like unto that firſt and great commandement, #0 wit. 
Thos ſoalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart, with all thy [cxl, 
and with all thy minde, See Mat. 23. 37, 38, 39, 49. & Deur. 
6.5,6, 7,8, 9, cc. For wpon theſe ;wo cammandements bang all 
the Liw and the Prophets. 

6. The end of the com mandement us Live owt of a pure keart, and 
of a good conſcience and of faith unfainea, (See 1 Tim, 1. 5 JF roms 
which ſome having ſwarved have turned afide unto vain jerglings, 
See ver. 6. yea and that in theſe verydayes of ours, 

7. Weareexhborted ſeriouſly to fee, that we lov one anther 
with a part brave fervemly. See 1 Pet. 1. 22. It mul not\ be in 
word and'intongut hy, ban in'detd and in vhs 1 John 5. 

1 8, 


command to love one another r - , focal _ cient 
worke of the Spitit of Godfor = rey and God 
islove. And in regard that of the.ccommandement is love, 
on _ and my hc js Fit, poi our pprarrs 
1s m 1s, to neighbour at . 
and chit this'is thit p poles Aus ſo like the 


firſt, - as chat he rhax 

not love God whow he bath wet ſeen 

Og ——_—_— 

3+ 14, 15, 16,1 a 
FO or 


(toy 13 91a near ſeen, can- 
or manifeſt himſelfe, to be 
See. 1 IO: 20, & Ch. 


30s i0- 
ral yo Fe. oe either with 
| Coder qroiens ro m_—_—_ — moſt chiefly = 


LIT TATE 
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this duty of love, and that to all the brotherhood, above all other 
duties commanded inthe Law that concerns our neighbour. And 
that in regard thatall orherdutyes arei and leſſer matters 
of the Lew," As fithing of Mint, Arnniſſe;* and Cumin was to the 
7ews, which yet ought to be done, provided chat 7udgement, mercy, 
axd faith, which are the greater matters be notehgreby negle&ed 
nor ſetladed, for this was in the Scribes and Phariſces a token of 
their bypocriſie, and how can we poſiibly excuie our ſelves from 
the ſame charge, if by our ftrivings and conteſts aboue inferiour 
outward eircumftantiall matters and things of God,as Sicramen- 
rall matters and wayes of government at miniſtration 4 
''We negle&acd hinder the growth of love and ſo of faith like- 
wiſe wkich are the twoefſenciatis and only infallible marks of our 
Chriftianicy ; And on the contrary pact doe thereb; proyoke qne 
another to wrath and enmity, biciog and devouring one another 
till we be conſumed, hs $ bac juſt with God, becauſe. we cannec 
agree bur fa!l our by the way, "and that about the way like uoto- 
ward children who pate themſelves into various pathes till chey 
are be wildred and looſe.one and ſome, themſelves and 


their poor ſoules. And coofidering allo that all the ordinances of 
God, and the wayes of go and all the miniftrations and 
gifts of God, with alf whom he bath ſent, and ſee 
m his Church, yea all the ſerious the morral : 
Law, with all the Prophers; Apo old and new; 
wand 6 doQriae & j- 2 therein held forth, 
oth concerning Je ents gn 5 with all other wayes and 
means of grace.. Are all | ut give en; w furan to us through 


the necefſary meanes, for this neceſ ry end, wit, The produci 
of love on! of a pure beart, and of a x, au Conſcienee,aud of fait BY 


fained.See 1 in 1.x, Pri o 3 I make bold toc 
char if we-make Hot Yar 4 Lofe 7 


in'oar keeping te  dbftrahs 

the mine ofall, And that which if a ain | 
with it ; 95 2 natueall fraje which is acladed init, 
- Gibly be ſeperated from itz See'r Cor. 1 
Then withour all queſtion.or peridyentare we quite 
end 6f alt he conabinteainad | 
EEO. 


+ + 


- T7 C 
faid before ; Xfahing bis commandements :4d, and of none off if 
in our ſelves of others, throwg b our owne traditions, for we thereby 
hinder both our ſelves and others from acquiring to the end of 
the boly commandements that are given wnto us. By the keeping 
whereof we might be wade" pariahers of the godly nature, lus 
cometh of Ged, for God iu hve. | 

Now tbeſe things being generally aſſented too, as ſoI nothing 
doubt, bur all that are Chriſtians indeed,in the fight of God, both 
doe and will afſent with me thus farce at icaft : and that they will 
agree tO indeavour the acquiremenc of this bleſſedend, as in duty 
they are bound. | a 

I ſhall further propoſe thoſe means and wayes which as I con- 
ceive would ftrongly conduce to the acquirement of this end, 
through the help of God, the which as I conceive are of abſolute 
ceckiey, and ſuch as without which there is litcle hopes of this 
Accordant, nor of keeping this commandemers, is rhe keeping 
whereof, there is great reward. © | 

1. Then I delire as accounting it gar duty, and Ge natural 
produd of true brotherly fore, hath might pray one with,and 
for another, and each for all, thet we mighr be healed, and our 
breaches repaired, and we united, and made of one bears, of ona 
wind, and of one judgement, and that the ſame mind might be in us 
that was in (brift Feſws : This I doubt not bur alt chat are godly 
will juflific,aond own,and indeavour to p aQiſe buc that we might 
doe it in faith, ic is required chat we go firſt and be reconciled to eur 
brethren, and then come and cffer aur gifts, See Mat. 5.23, 24- 

2.” Therefore it is defired forthis end, that we might have fel- 
lowſhip one with another,and each wich any,both in publick 8nd 
private, and that in all Gods ordinances, ſo as loverequireth: (a 
farre as poſſible, and convenient, as being all members. of tbe 
ſame body ; ro wit, of Chrift, andeach of ocher ; for how elle is 
it ever poſſible that we ſhould bereconciled, if ' we meer ootco 
gether, n3y if we receive cake another, cuen as Feſns Chriſt bath 
received us to the gliry of God the Father 5 See Rom. 1557. & 3. 
1 Ta nhea of downing xcluing a0 the in known 

3. That of c 18.0r.exc avy that. | 
ts be Godly, of whatever way, or Church they are of, either. Mi- 
niſtery or people, from the Lords Supper, or any other ordinance, 
t hey defire to partake of, We might all be willing to mig + 
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«other to any ordinance” that Chrift hath appointed for ofIRG 
eomfort and edification,vhere onr ſelves are admirred & owned 
as Godly,incaſe when any Brother ſhajl have'>ccaſion to ſojourn 
or be occaſionally amorgft vs to hear the word preached on any 
ocher.bulineſle, 

4. And not only ſo as bur barely to partake of che ontward 
ordinances ;” But that each and a!) thatin the judgern<nt of cha- 
rity may be accounted brethren, might be owned as ſuch, and 
dealt with as ſuch, -:t in word only bur in deed and in rrath, in a 


eanej or in any other, as we doe 


p! aRticall,manner in all th 

wich brechreo that are of the (gme jacgement and ſociety with us, 
as accountiog it our 4 to watch over, and to exhort, re- 
proove, admenifh, reſtore ard reieeve; and all fuch du- 
ries as need requireth i in a brotherly way for his: good and com- 
fort, as we Our ſelves atſo be dealt with inthe ike caſe,for 
-our ſoules bealth and any wayer. 

Real. is we are comm inded, Doe to all men ax ye would 
they ſome wnto yon, for ii 3: is the Law and the Prophets z But 
if to all men; much more our brechrenthac in the j 
of harley are of the ſame body togather Hates, under Chriſt 
our Hea 

Reaf. For if t be mewhers though they ae bas fr ( the 
body walketh ifir . See 1 Cor. 12.21, 22. 


Bay, Hf thoſe neceſſary members of #3) ſhould either be cuc off, 
ori hajeeth on them, you know arge, and how we are ex: 
horted to wake freight parkes for ow feere, left that which hatrerh 
be twrned ont of the way, rather be healed: 1 wiſhthis 
rexe were better underftood then I doubr ic is by che moſt part, 
even of the Charches of Chriſt, Se Heb: 12 32, 13, 14: 15.Such 
who bale betwizxe two , ſhoujd rather bc healed, and 
have ftreighr paths made for tf , then turned our of the 
way tothe Kingdome of Chrift. 

5. That the doores of ello Chriſtian coramniiion 
might be ſer 8s wide open be allowed, or as cau 
be Fong en without reach of okay conſcience towards-God,z 


why pilowes wnder 
I 


Rea. * 


na pin 


pen rpler 


fy mes, ant 


Eons "TY - 

Reef. For if the doores of Diſcipline and Chriſtian communi-- 
on ſhen!d ſhut gur any of the ele& of God, either gom hearing of 
the word or Chufch: communion for their ſoules health , or char 
they ſhould be off:nded throogh the Churches defavir, and ſcat- 
tered abroad,yea whicher they be weak or ſtrong See(Ezck.34 ) 
they ought nor co be thrauft with the fide ir ſhenlder nor puſh with 
horns, Bit the diſtaſed ſhould be ſtrengtbned, and the ſick healed, 
and that which is broken, bound up; and that which is driven away, 
brought home againe; and rhat which i ft, ſhould even be ſought 
er, acid recovered, and »o force nor violence ſhould be uſed by any 
in ruling of thew, lelt the great ſhrephtard of the ſheep, who is not 
willing that che /eaft of bas little wu. periſh, ſhould require 
his ſarep at the hands of the rephrards, and ſo deſtroy both the far 
and the frorg, and alfe feed the with judgement... See ver, 16 & 
xad alſo, Mar. 18. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14: And how wilely ooghe 
thoſe to walke, rawards them that are without, who are the light of 
the world, and the ſalt of the rarth , Mut, 5.13, 14, 15, 16, For 
if chat ſalt which ſhould ſeaſon che world, yea, even them that arc 
withour, and ſo bring them in, all ak it ſelfe navcions and ſo 

fayory in their copceit as that they will not come neer it, duc 

4 20d loath ic, wherewith thin ſhall the world be [ea ned, 
even thoſe yet without, ſure they may periſh, for ſuch'who are 
made gnſavoury in their canceirs,if the great ſheepheard doe not 

fearch bes ſheey, and ſeek thew (nt | as Ezek. 34, 11, 12,13, 14 
I 5.16, &c. And eo this end irwas Jealt che Apoſtle Pax/ ſhop! 
make hicſelfe naociovs and unſavory unto any at all ; he became 
all thizg: unto all men, that by all means he might ſave ſome, and 
made Dumſelf /oruen; ants all, thas be might winze the mere; and 
; #{[o commanded us ro be fa awers of him, evin as he alſo was of 

rift Te/we, charging us Og "non «fence neither unto Jew nor 

Me, # ither to the Church of Gd. even 41 li pliaſed all men in 
all things, nit ſeeking bis owne profit, but the profit of others, hat 
mg bt be ſaved, &c. And this be accounted tobe walking 
wiſely, toward thewp that art withour, and the wileſt, way of all 
on far the winning of them, and. be that wigneth ſoulet it miſe 
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needſull itis evenio theſe our dayes, for i 
fuch carriage one towards another, how gut" is that propheſie, 

that the love of many ſhall wax cold, bicauſe iniquity ſhall br in- 
creaſed, yet it is not ſaid, thar the love of all ſhall wax cold, for 
ſome doubtleſſe ſhall continze to the end and fo be ſaved. But oh 
how far areweoff in theſe dayes from thoſe commands of Chrifl! 
Luke 6. 35.to wit, But lope ye your enemi2s and doe good, and lend, 

looking for nothing ag aint, and your reward bat be great in beaven, 

and ye Fbad be the hildrte of the big beft, for be i kind unto the wn- 
kind, and to the evill ; But ob bow lictle kindoefle is in theſe dayes 
- ſhewed even unto the good. t ſuppoſe there be ſore love and 


xindaeſſe ſhewed to our f and brethren. of che ary wee 


whereof we are: What thanks may we poſſibly expe for this 
whenthe very publicant des mark © werSce ver. $32,33,34- Ard 
how farre are we off from 6beyiog thoſe Important commands of 
Chriſt, verſe 27, 28, 39, 30,31. To love eur enemics and blefſe 
rhew that curſe % y for apa « epightfall aſe ns, 
and per/ecute us, $C, ole pear | 
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be lecloded and on gar anon ſet =_ can never be 
| __—_ to be therefore hereticks, becaaſe their different Jo 
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nl therefore ought. nat to be rejeted upon luch ac- 
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ble quality, accordingto the lactitude ws our ſove, 
fach is the lattitude and meaſure of our robs. 
of others, or in our carriage cowards them in any 
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yo 416 declared from chefe prececett-grounds 
and.inductments. Incaſe as hath beetſaid, that in the jucgement 
of charity. they be vifible members of Chrj&t bis miſticati- body, 
yea'wherhee they./be, or be not for the: preſetit joyned with-ary 
wg rarer 117 morethen iothers; becauſe forme there are- 
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particulars ; Firft, Yeakne kn es ſaying of Cheif}; 'thar-« 
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therefore a.it4s.alſo the policy of mento devide as mucts as 
ſiblewherethey dofieto reign; Even (6 | lay, who knowedbvboy 
the Lard hath purpoſely devided us, frft-we fhould bave flabliſh- 
ed ſore Arbitrary government according to the wil ofman; pur- 
pokly to ſtopaurietticmentyandto weary us out, with our ttri- 

4mongft our ſeives; bach ro-weaken our-power 
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lyimbic angina have dominion /over--us, and 
and thabin evefy-reſpeRt; as King, 
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force and power of the Spirit of God, ror is it lawfull to lay thee 
this cemper of ſpirit camech of Gad ; Jie 4 nor the per/waſion bf - 
bits. rhas 6x rtb 19:40 goe #boure inforge conformicy:ro our 
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deryerie and love one another} owning one another,” and having 
fetlowfhip one with another, and difownitgnone that are mem» 
-þers of bis þody, bur receiving'alf His members, every as be 2f/6 
Gat Wrictived mito the glory of Grd the Father: Then 1 fay be uf 
dotbilefſe ownvus and be preſevt with'us, and fed biel. pe abrd 
5n oxr Behr; ard build us upin faith,” yea the whole body roge? 
ther, t;1/ we conve re be tall, and Rirong, fo as to arke what we will. 
(with & Joint conſent ) 29d ir ball be'given 15 wheres whileſt de- 
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And this we'may juſtly fay to our lves, how ſhall we ſay for/ 39 
ſhave, or how can we think that we ve Gad if we have nota care 
' to keep bis commandewents? And canwe keep his commandements 
and not love our brethren > orcay we ſay we toyc them and can- 
not agree wich them but fall our by the way. 
Obj. &. But it will be ob'eRted, fuch and fuch 2re our brethren, 
but th:y will not goe our wayes, we are in wayes that we know to 
be right, ard they are in by. wayes, and are bewildred, and will 
not be perſwaded, and how can we help it, we are forccd to leave 
them. 
Anſw. If they be our brethren, and that we ſee them out 
through weakneſle, and that we thinke our ſelves frong, we ought 
rather to bear the infirmities of the weake then to pleaſe onr ſelves, 
teft opr father be angry with us, and lay, why did ye leave my 
lietle children, and overron them in the dark night, whileft'they 
cannot fee but be bewildred? and ſo ſend us back to fetch them 
home, and not ſuffer us to reft or come within doors,cill we bring . 
chem with us, and ic may be whip us alfo for leavipg them at all 
_ withouta guide. It will not ſerve toexcule us, to ſay our bre- 
ehren were wilfuil ang pertiſb, and woold ho their own wayes,or 
£2 none at all,they being bat children. No, a father will not looſe 
is children, and danger co have them caft away, becauſe they are 
weak and perriſh, but will rather ſay, why did ye not ratherturre 
back and bring them to me that I might have correRed them, & 
eaught them berter, but you muſt leave them in danger, and in an 
angry mood, could ye not have ſpoke them faire andin a loving 
way perſwaded them as children. | 
Beloved brethren, Corſider it ſeriouſly for there is no father 
can be ſo choice and tender hearted towards his little children, as 
the Lordis choice ard render bearred rowards bis lirtle ones as 
hath been ſhewed before, and though he will not deny us ro be 
' his children bar own us as ſuch in an overly-way, yet he will not 
welcome us,nor lodge us in his boſome with ſuch ſweet embraces 
and kiſſes of [ove, nor entertaine us familiarly, ſo as to know his 
counſells, and bis mind,aod fecrets, till at ſeaft we have indeavon- 
red what in us [yeth to perfwade dvr brethren to come along wirh 
us, and char in' love and meekneſſe as a ourle uſeth to doe with 
childreo, And when we have uſed the means 8 cannor do.it,yet let 
us never ceaſe to pray to our _ ſaying, father perſwade ow 
thou 


thou art able to doe it though we cannot, The Lard perſwade } «- 
. pheth ro dwell 5m the; 17, ton nnd then Canaan ſoull be his 
ſervant. And doubtlefle it is already upon the hearts of many of * 
che faithful ſervants #nd meſſengers of God, bath co pray, and 
preach for this Accordance, TE with little hopes of obtaining 
-there d:fires becauſe they fee ſuch Riffeneſſe in the, hearts of the 
people, and averſeneſle toir, and in ſome of their miniſters which 
is ſad and lamentable, that the leaders of the people ſhould cauſe 
them to erre, and to remaine ftiffe agaiuft the expreſſe commands 
both of God theFather; arid 6four Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his 
holy. Apoitles, and Pcophetrs,& not co-ſtoop at all, nor ſubmit the- 
ſelves nor their wayes and judgments, but as aſcribing to theelves 
infalibillity of Spirit as if they could not erregSee 1 Cor. 13.12, 
Conſider I beſeech you whence this Riffeneſs ariſeth, ard whe- 
ther it be not mavifelt thax it ſpringeth from the root of pride and 
ſelf love,an>conceits of our own wiſdome-above others of our 
brethren, that yet in account with athers are as wiſe as we, and ic 
may be much wiſer ; and chat alſo in the ſight of God, But as I 
faid before, when he leaders of the prople canſe them to orre, The 
caſe is \amentable and yery dangerous, left they rhat are led of thew 
be d:ſtrojed, Seella. 9. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. And let me (ayts ſuch 
Riffe ſpiriced leaders of the people : If they will but looke inthe | 
botrome of their hearts they ſhall certainly finde there a root of | 
pride, and ſelfe-love, to be the original! fountain from whence © 
this ſtiffeneſſe ſpringeth afd groweth up. And they cannot but 
know who it was that called ſuch like men b/inde guides for ftrai- 
ning cut a gnatzend ſwallowing 4 cammel,end for omitting of judg- [| 
went, mercy, and faith, axd tithipg of Mint, Annife, aud Cumin, 
as hath been ſpokento before, "JEM 
. 06j:8. Butt will yer be objeRed, ſhall not we be going on, 
anJ] prefling forwards, but we muſt flay for them that will not 
pace wich us but make ſtands by the way,and are not ſatisfied char 
we goe the right way, and therefore will not forward in the beft | 
and neerefſt pathes which we know are ſuch, and chey will not be 
perſwaded, and ſome are not ſo able, ard zealous, as yet to-goe 
forward ſo faſt as we, and ſhall we ſtay for them > | 
Aaſw, 1f they be our bretbren we miy well tay a while to 
perſxade ther, and cell them what way our father direed us to 
goe, and we canaot be ſure our ſelves that he bath ſo direRed , 
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burwecaneaſily ſhew it them, and make it manifeſt. But ific b LH | 

their weakneſle and want of zeale, let us take them by the hend 
as litcle children, and help chem forward, and go their pace, and 
not leave them behind, as among the wolves ; our Father will 
be angry if we over- run them, and whip us for it, For this is not 
liks as a nurſe cheriſheth her children, as the Apoſtle dealt with 
the Theſſalonians, 1 Thel. 2. 7, 8. It is not ſo gentle, nor fo affe- 
fionate, far be being «ffcftionately defprous of them was willing 0 
iavpart, unto them not onely the Goſpel, but even his oxwne ſoule, be» 
cauſe they were dtare wnto him, and lo would alſo Si/venu, and 
T imothens whom in ſuch reſpe&s we ought to follow, and if we 
will indeed preſſe forward unto perfeRion, let this be our marke 
and thea we ſhall not over-run our little brethren whiles they are 
in non-age, no though they be a little froward and pettiſh 
- like children, nor though they think themſelves wiſe and {irong, 
and yet we know them to be weak and fooliſh ; For if we know 
them to be ſuch, we know them alſo to be but children and babes 
in Chriftianity in compariſon with others of a riper ſtanding, for 
becauſe they are weake, or froward, pettiſh, or fookſh, ſhall we 
be ſo likewiſe 2. D9 we not ſhew our ſ{clves alſo to be but children 
in Chriſtianity as well as they ? and are we not ſo far ſhort of the 
Apoſtles praRtiſe, and reſolution befote named? It were buc a bad 
nurſe that ſhould ſo carry towards little children, Compare but 
ſuch pratices with the Apofiles, and it will convince, And if we 
take in alſo that undenyable example of the Lord himſelfe, how 
he dealt with 1/-ae/ who were « fiffe-necked people, and how long 
he (offered their manners in the wilderneſſe, See Deur. 32. 11,12, 
13, 14. How he dealt with them as an Eagle, and bare them on 
his wings, and lead them in the way through a deſart wildernefle, 
feeding them with oyle, and milke, and butter, and honey ſo as 
they wanted nothing, neither did he leave chem nor forſake them, 
for all their frowardneffe, cill chey firſt forſooke him, and ſerved 
other gods ; though he ſaid of them, verſ. 20 They were 4 very 
froward generation, children in whows was no faith. And ure there 
cannot be much faith in us, whileſt we bave fo litcle love, and re- 
gard ſo licele to obey his firſt and great commandement, wherein 
all the whole laws of God, and the ends of chem are ſo clearely 
contained, and comprehended, ſo as in obeying them, we cannor 
chooſe but fulfill them all, ® hath been proved at large PR 
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